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HOW DID YOU FIRST GET 

INTO PAPER CRAFTING?

I reluctantly went to a couple 

of Stampin’ Up! home parties 

hosted by my sister. I hadn’t 

tried any craft of any sort 

up until that point. I just 

didn’t think it was “me.” But 

something happened to me 

after that— I fell completely 

in love with the therapeutic, 

artistic outlet stamping and 

paper crafts offered me.

DO YOU FIND THAT YOUR 

PAPER-CRAFTING STYLE 

IS REFLECTIVE OF YOUR 

PERSONAL STYLE OVERALL—

DECORATING CHOICES, 

FASHION, ETC.?

Paper crafting, home décor, and 

even my own fashion sense all 

intersect. However, I find that 

paper crafting has made me 

more experimental in home 

décor and fashion, especially 

with color and pattern combos. 

Perhaps that’s because I can test 

things on a small scale.

HOW HAVE YOU GROWN AS 

A DESIGNER OVER THE YEARS? 

I enjoy a variety of styles but 

don’t try to do everything. I rarely 

distress or sponge, for example.

WERE THERE ANY “AH-HA” 

MOMENTS FOR YOU THAT 

CHANGED HOW YOU LOOK 

AT YOUR OWN WORK?

Yes, my blog readers started 

telling me I had a distinctive 

style before I realized I had one. 

#ey said they could look at a 

gallery and pick out the Mary 

Fish cards.

HOW WOULD YOU DESCRIBE 

YOUR PAPER-CRAFTING STYLE?

Clean, modern, edgy. My color 

combos often push the envelope.

WHAT WOULD YOU SAY 

IS THE SINGLE BIGGEST 

INFLUENCE ON YOUR WORK? 

Fashion and home décor 

catalogs. I get so much color 

inspiration that way and may 

spot a cool mix of patterns that 

will show up later in my paper 

crafts. I often include my catalog 

inspiration in my blog posts with 

the finished card.

WHAT IS THE MOST 

SATISFYING PART OF 

MAKING A CARD?  

Very simply put—it makes me 

smile. I like being able to create 

something artistic and special 

to give without spending weeks 

or months on it. I’m a Type A 

person, so I will never have the 

endurance for quilting. 

HOW MANY HOURS  

PER WEEK DO YOU  

WORK ON YOUR BLOG? 

I work 40 to 50 hours a week 

between the blog, creating, 

and the business side of my 

demonstratorship. Honestly, 

that’s down from when I started. 

I’m much better organized 

now—it’s a control thing. #e 

posts typically take about an 

hour between text, photos, 

links, product numbers, and 

links to Splitcoaststampers and 

other online design challenges. A 

typical card takes me one to two 

hours from concept and sketch 

to completion.  

PRETTY MEETS MODERN     WITH MARY FISH 

Mary on experimenting: Many of my most popular ideas 
were accidents, versus having an epiphany. I’m not 
afraid to experiment—just ask my wastebasket.

Bold yet feminine details. Crisp, clean designs.  

Unique, modern color choices. All of these words  

only begin to describe senior supervisor Mary Fish’s 

appealing designs and sublime style. And we’re not 

the only ones taken with her work; Mary has captured 

the hearts of the online stamping community with 

her blog: www.stampinpretty.com. Join us as we get 

to know this amazing designer a little better.

stampin’                   
pre(y

10 www.stampinup.com



live it  artistry

WHAT TAKES A PROJECT 

FROM “GOOD” TO “GREAT”?

Hands down: a good sketch, 

balance, and a plan. I am most 

efficient when I start with a 

sketch and jot down colors and 

embellishments in advance.

DO YOU HAVE ANY TIPS 

FOR COMBINING PATTERNS 

FROM DIFFERENT PAPER 

ASSORTMENTS? HOW DO 

YOU KEEP IT FROM LOOKING 

TOO BUSY?

Stampin’ Up! Designer Series 

paper does an excellent job 

taking care of that for me. I love 

to combine different patterns. 

Typically, I try to balance a 

bolder print with a smaller, 

complementary pattern . . . or two.

HOW OFTEN DO YOU  

POST NEW PROJECTS? 

I try to do a daily “virtual 

workshop,” which encompasses 

a card, how-to, and supplies. 

So . . . I post approximately 25 

projects per month.

WHAT HAS BEEN YOUR 

FAVORITE PART OF BEING 

A DEMONSTRATOR? 

I’m amazed at all the virtual 

friendships—both customer 

and demonstrator—I have made 

through my blog and business. It 

was completely unexpected but 

is now a big part of my “social” 

life—crazy as that sounds. I’m 

now learning to Twitter.  

warm wishes card (5-1/2" x 4-1/4") 
Beautiful Borders and Upsy Daisy sets; 

Not Quite Navy and Whisper White card 

stock; Bordering Blue textured card stock; 

Good Morning Sunshine Designer Series 

paper; Bordering Blue and Not Quite 

Navy Classic Stampin’ Pads; Whisper 

White 3/8" taffeta ribbon; Summer Sun 

corduroy buttons; Stampin’ Dimensionals; 

sponge daubers

little leaves notecard  
(3-1/2" x 3-1/2") 
Summer Sun card stock; Bordering Blue, 

Not Quite Navy, and Whisper White 

textured card stock; Taste of Textiles 

Specialty paper; Earth Elements brads; 

Stampin’ Dimensionals; Circle Scissor® Plus; 

Sizzix Big Shot; Little Leaves Sizzlits die

butterfly thank-you card  
(4-1/4" x 5-1/2") 
Bella Blossoms set; Bordering Blue, Not 

Quite Navy, Summer Sun, and Whisper 

White card stock; Pink Flamingo and 

Urban Garden Designer Series paper; 

Taste of Textiles Specialty paper; Not 

Quite Navy Classic Stampin’ Pad; Whisper 

White 3/8" taffeta ribbon; Fresh Favorites 

I buttons; Stampin’ Dimensionals; Scallop 

Edge, Wide Oval, and 3/16” Corner 

Rounder punches; Sizzix Big Shot; Beautiful 

Butterflies Bigz die

summer wishes matchbox 
Beautiful Borders set; Bordering Blue, Not 

Quite Navy, and Summer Sun card stock; 

Summer Sun textured card stock; Good 

Morning Sunshine and Urban Garden 

Designer Series paper; Taste of Textiles 

Specialty paper; Stampin’ Dimensionals; 

Boho Blossoms, Large Oval, and 1/2" 

Circle punches; Sizzix Big Shot; Matchbox 

Bigz XL die; hole punch

Mary’s work and her 
blog have not only 
fueled stampers’ 

imaginations; they’ve 
paved the way for 

her outstanding sales 
achievements! Thanks 
to online ordering, Mary 
earned a performance 
bonus for personal 
sales during the first 

quarter of 2009. 
Congratulations, Mary!

11july 2009


